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Dear Friends,

Our Palm Sunday service was another first for us.  A mixed, virtual and in-
person service. The reason? Bishop Nick was confirming three new
members of ‘‘El Buen Pastor’’ church from 6,464 miles away in Beverly, Yorkshire.  Marie 
had been up late the night before sorting out the decorations and despite what seemed to be 
a very precarious technical set-up everything ran amazingly smoothly. We rejoiced together 
with Adriana, Fernanda and Maxi, not only remembering Jesus’ celebrated arrival in 
Jerusalem, but also the confirmation of His reign in their lives.  Please continue to 
remember them in your prayers.  Fernanda has been off work for a month since the owner of
the supermarket where she worked was taken ill with Covid and subsequently died, the 
future of the business is now in doubt.  Adriana is studying to become a primary school 
teacher and Maxi’s study situation has improved. He has a dissertation to write and needs 
some work experience before he can graduate from the main course he has been following 
the other, however, is still bogged down.

Early in April, as the number of cases began to rise steeply, the President reintroduced 
restrictions.  One of the measures was to ban travel between mid-night and six in the 
morning.  But it didn’t stop Marcos Humacata, a young Christian leader from Salta, taking 
the over-night bus to Tartagal and so he was able to travel with Ed the next morning to the 
Indian community of Santa María on the River Pilcomayo and from there with Chris Wallis 
to Misión La Paz.  They were meeting representatives of the church in the area to fix a 



tentative date for a week long pastoral training course in Misión La Paz.  With the 
suspension of both courses, last year, and the death of a number of older pastors there is a 
lot of pressure to complete the training and ordain some of the current batch of students.  
Since David and Shelly Stokes’ departure in mid March the coordinator’s mantle has fallen 
on Ed’s shoulders.  Unfortunately due to the restrictions church leaders from neighbouring 
Formosa province, including Bishop Crisanto were unable to come, however, it served as a 
reminder of the provisional nature of our plans. One innovation, for the benefit of those 
students with teaching jobs, has been to move the date back from June to July so they can 
come during their winter holidays.

Back in Lapacho 2, Tartagal, the study of book three, of the six book St Matthew course, is 
coming to an end.  God willing, it should be possible to complete the fourth book this year 
too.   In the ‘‘Buen Pastor’’ church we now have a team in place to shoulder much of the 
responsibility of the work with adolescents, they are: Darío, Viviana, Claudia and Ed.  We  

are grateful to God that the four young ‘‘musicians’’, after a year without classes, have been 
able to start their studies again with a new teacher.  They meet in our well ventilated car-
port.  

Could you pray for the Palmer family?  Eldest sons Benedicto (16 yrs) and Terencio (14 yrs)
are following a course to help them prepare for baptism. Basilla, their Wichi mother and 
committed Christian, last year asked about having all six children baptized.   John, their 
English anthropologist father, has given his blessing despite his antagonism to the gospel in 
the past. Basilla sits in on the study when she can, but John usually goes out when we meet. 
High blood pressure and a small stroke, earlier this year, means he is not in good health.

We are delighted to announce that in September we will be grand-parent for a fifth time.  
Derek and Fay (in Durham UK) are expecting their first child.  We thank God, that despite 
the serious challenge Covid-19 is proving to be in Paraguay the family there, is also well.  
Javier, Melody, Aliah and Josiah even moved into their own house, earlier this year, after 
several years of building, great news.

May we all know the Holy Spirit´s renewing this Pentecost season  
all with love Ed and Marie
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