
St. Philips with St. Davids Church, Liverpool 6.

The history of St. Philip’s church, which was originally in Hardman Street near Liverpool city centre 
begins when  the church was consecrated on the 29th of October 1816 by the Bishop of Chester. On the 
3rd of November of that year the church opened for services. 

The church appears to have flourished for some years, in fact, in 1880, the first Bishop of Liverpool 
preached his first sermon in the new Diocese at St. Philips. However in 1882 it was stated that ‘owing 
to the conversion of numerous dwelling houses nearby into shops and the erection and enlargement of 
the other churches in the neighbourhood, attendance at the service was small’. It was also stated that 
the church was in a bad state of repair and the graves and tombstones were dilapidated and there was 
no money available to put matter right or pay the minister, clerk, sexton and organist. Later in 1882 an 
act was passed to authorise the sale of the existing church and purchase a site for a new church. The 
church and churchyard were auctioned on the 25th of July 1882. The old church becoming a dance hall 
and later a Christian Science church (see Liverpool Post and Mercury  15 December 1925).

A site for the new church was acquired in Sheil Road and on the 9th of March 1886 this church was 
opened for services, although it was not consecrated until the 2nd of December 1890. This church 
building remained until the early 1970’s when it proved cheaper to build a new church than repair the 
existing one.

The present church was opened circa 1973/4. It was much more plain than the old one, but over the 
years has gained many internal additions - the 2 beautiful quilted wallhangings, the crosses, 
candlesticks, font and pictures – to name a few.

Also from March 1976 an act of parliament was passed allowing the parish of St. Philip to be united 
with the parish of St. Davids, Liverpool, to form the parish of St. Philip with St. David Liverpool.

As you can see our church has had a long history – 185 years in fact.

Church records, 1917 to 1976, have been stored in the Liverpool Central Library and committed to 
micro fiche, 283 PLP and 283 DAV (for St. Davids)

Dates from the Past

1816 St. Philips Hardman Street. Consecrated by the Bishop of Chester.

1880 The first Bishop of Liverpool preaches his first sermon in the Diocese at St. Philips.

1881 St. Philips closes in Hardman Street.

1886 St. Philips opens in Sheil Road.

1891 St. Philips consecrated as a parish church.

1921 War memorial dedicated by Bishop Chavasse.

1925 The first Rose Queen festival.

1929 The Boys Brigade comes to St. Philips.

1932 Mothers Union Banner dedicated.

1938 Church hall dedicated.

1941 Incendiary bomb hits St. Philips (it was put out by Mrs. Campbell – the Vergers wife)



1946 War memorial Chapel begun.

1974 The 3rd St. Philips is dedicated.

1975 St. Philips joins with St. Davids.

St. Philips Ministers.

Minister :
T. M. K. Morrow 1886 - 1891

Vicars:
N. L. Gedye 1891 - 1916
G.C. Clare 1916 - 1924
H. Fenley 1924 - 1934
W.A. Nagington 1935 - 1943
H.F.A. Eurich 1943 - 1951
E.H. Isaacs 1951 - 1956
F.L. Jones 1956 - 1969
H.H. Forrester 1970 - 1985

Priest-in-Charge:
P.J.E. Crean 1986 - 1991
J.A. Garnett 1991 -

ACTS of Parliament relating to St. Philips.

An Act for regulating and supporting a new church or chapel within the town of Liverpool .. 1 Geo. IV 
c. ii 1820.

An Act for uniting the offices od minister and chaplain of St. Philips Church in Liverpool, 20 and 21 
Vic cap xxxvi 1857.

An Act to authorise the sale of the existing church of St. Philips in the City of Liverpool and the site 
thereof and the purchase of a site for the erection of a new church and to provide for the appointment of
trustees and other related matters. 45 Vic. Cx 1882  



St Pilips with St. Davids


